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Territorial Connection
Back towhere theriver flows
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Cities are defined by the way
they interact with their terri-
tory. This interaction is nevera
coincidence, but always a human
intervention, first conceived
then constructed. Paris is defined
by the passage of the Seine and
its axes reveal the topography

of thevalley.Veniceis builtona
lagoon and even the skyscapers
of New York are a direct response
toits geographic condition of a
peninsula surrounded by water.
By burying its river, Brussels has
lost this territorial connection.
The reconversion of the 45 hectare
industrial site of Tour & Taxis
offers the opportunity to reveal
this lostvalley and to anchor the
site in its territory. The project for
the outdoorspace uses the valley
structures to qualify the exterior
space as a major public park.

| 1] Brussels is marked by thevalley of the
river Senne. This river is never apparent as it
was canalised underground. The site of Tour
& Taxis lies on the border of this valley.

| 2| The green spaces are fragmented and
scattered. They are not related to the valley
structure.

| 3| The project for Tour & Taxis offers the
opportunity to create a new park on the
scale of the territory.
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